iy8  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter election of 1921 the second strongest party, but their
VIIL policy was soon divided by doubts as to whether to
continue, as do the Farmers of Alberta, as a purely
sectional movement, or to extend their ranks by an
appeal to general interests. Hence since 1926 their
power in the federal sphere has been negligible. Much
in the same position is the Labour party, which is
frankly based on economic position considerations, and
has formally existed since 1921. It fails to appeal
strongly to workers in a land where opportunity exists
for rapid promotion from the ranks of labour and where
individualism is still strong. Nor has Labour the ad-
vantage, as have the Farmers' parties, of drawing on
a fairly solid mass of immigrant farmers without any
special reason to attach themselves to either of the
historical parties. Negligible is the Communist party
of 1922.
In Newfoundland party rests on no intelligible basis,
save the struggle for office. From time to time religious
feeling has weight, and efforts to secure federation with
Canada have caused deep cleavages of opinion. Other-
wise parties have been fluid and disputes have centred
in discussions of the best way to develop the consider-
able resources of the territory, many of which have
been unwisely disposed of.
In Australia the traditional two-party system, bor-
rowed from the United Kingdom and sometimes given
reality by divergence of view on free trade or land
policy, has been hopelessly confused since 1890 by the
appearance of a strong Labour party. It is based on
a definite organisation of Trade Councils and similar
bodies, and it presents features which differentiate it
markedly from the older parties, though the latter